> 


ion 


ry 


£ 8 S * . * . 5 1 * « — 5 F <> 
—— \ i 9 * . r . I A , | n 1 — 2 KI ad 3 6 a. ; 
reg T — — — p DO WT nec r * * 9 * 2. 8 ASE £4 „ an da os 'S + Þ * WS * 4 
4 e 2 4 2 2 . u l 9 — uu. a * * * * ©. a 2 7 p 
x ALAS. eo ret. ooo at —— A Ae, —— — FEE CO eau — — 
„ papers om ea Irty Te” ett co aps * Wh i 
* * — rae r es 4 or 
TEE nM — 5 Cn 2 — 
1 [ * p 2 - * — 7 — * e 2 * . 
47 - ” # 3 * 1 4 
6 g 4 , 7 : 
4 =. - 5 * , - oy 5 - 
; —* * * « 4 ” WE 
. > * * * F : — + 
, N 1 F 
* þ 7 4 4 
\ — N - 8 1 ” i 4 
i - 
* 1 5 b 
N = " 4 * , 
* - 
A / 4 
1 - 
- * 1 - 
1 
> Ez» ? Ny — 
Co 5 * 
* 1 * 4 . * 5 
* 2 - 
At : | : ; 
: * 4 % E * * - 
: a d 4 N 1 «3 
: * 5 
qt Ve F 
O | a | g ö 
1 8 & * a7. 
1 p \ ce bs % A „ 
we” . : . , 2 0 — 
p * 4 2 — 8 
1 « F * * 
| | . 4 
a * 48 c 
" 7 
+ *, » 
d p , b PI 7 * 
* * _ of ** 
0 0 f 4 9 * vo ME, - 1 
8 4 * 4 o U 
* — Ei , of ; | WV * ; 
. * yum % 1 mD 4 9 
+ 3 12 — of 
| ' Y A+ 12 * 2 
5 | 4-8 502 Wh . 
* . £ 4 
4 — 1 | IJ | | 
N 0 = . * 7 %. 2 1 
V | | 
* . 


1 
— 


and 


B E T7 
RK, 
wn, 


E. 
ſtruct 
#686 


Cro 
Pr . 


” 


OD and R 


- 


cared up fr 


I726 


fo 


# 


ed 


i 
or Jonx CTA 
ar the Bible and 


i 


F 


wy 


” 
7 ” 
0 4 
; ; | =» 
\ « V 
4 
ot . 1 ; S 
4 
Þ*% * 
| | . "as > A * 
- : . - * 1 
* a | 
v | | 
TR . 
» N "I Ss 28 — * N 1 F N 
7 * 
— A * * . A ; | 
| © 
- | | 
— | ; 4 7 © 11 . 
as 1 | | | 
. . > N | _” £ 3 ' 7 — * — == us #4 5 * 41 & 6 „ fk had | | 
71 ® 4 — [1 18 1 = Aly 2 — = %71 i f 2 es 
Mo < 


% 
. 


—_ OF —_ X 2 
* * Ws — 
> Ws -,\> 4+ <£ Ws - : ; , n 
— 0 t\ X — * N 
N 5 Ro = . — — op" H = — * 
— \ Y ' 1 - } s 7 "| K - 
— N I” 2 - 0 
N . Q 1 2 4 * A = # - . ay p 2 2 
< X87 By. : rr g 
<. — — — . — - 
*1 
' \ \ A r ' 
{ \ \ 
0 4 af 7 WI V N : 
= 7 - 1 ry 

* r ms as = ” 

1 . J — — A ²˙¹ .A. wm ̃ ——— — *ům iI X—U—:—Ä: 52 GE 44% 
q * rr . ES >» \ „%% 7. | 
SIS - — YS, > F\ — — 


gf” 


vi de neee ITE. © 
. ee nn  OOOOO—_R 


CONFERENCE | 
UP ON — = 


an entrance unto what follows 
it may be proper to obſerve, That 
Mr. F. P. and B. W. on Fuze 6, 
1726, at a certain place met to- 
gether, where already Mr. T. and 
Mr. S. were in a free familiar manner endea- 
vouring to carry on a harmleſs converſation; 
and being all of them neighbours and acquain- 
tance, it was no difficult task to purſue the old, ö 
or to uſher in a ne head of diſcourſe. Mr. P. 
and Mr. V. being of different Judgments about 
baptiſm, in a free unguarded courſe of talk 
„ A 2 ſomething 
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ſomething was preſently dropped, which gave 
occaſion to the following debate. 


Mr. B. was of e baptiſm 
the uſt be plunged into, or dip- 


he whole body m 
ed under water. Mr. W. did think, That 
Albin with water, either by pouring or 
Was the right - mode of baptiſm: 
ad though he did not appear fond of any dil- 
wurſe on ſuch heads; For now havi with. 
out any deſign mentione s, Mr. P. 
did ſo take him up that a preſent dify pute there 
upon was unavoidable. The challenge being 
given by Mr. P. was accepted by Mr. W. upon 
the following terms; _ 

. That | whatever was ſpoke ſhould be 
_ by the written word of Gov, and that 
only. 

2. That in all they ſhould uſe plainneſs of 
ſpeech without wy cunning craftineſs, grant- 

ing unto him that ſpoke the liberty of explan- 
ing his own words Land meaning. 

3. That all be done with the ſpirit of meek- 
oy and true Chriſtianity, without paſſion, 
prejudice, bitter reflection or railing accula- 

tion. * 

4. That they both ſhould keep within the 
bun of brevity and civility ; the one mult 
not be tedious in ſpeaking, nor the other trou- 
bleſome in interrupting. 

Which terms being agreed to, Mr. . was 
deſired to hear them out, and deliver his 

thoughts at the concluſion; and Mr. F. being 
HEY a ready Maa at, & thort-hand, was deſire 


0 


7 — 


would not talk too faſt. 


with Water, delated. 5 
to. take their conference down in writing ; 
which task he ' undertook upon condition they 
Upon this without tying themſelves down to 
any other forms or laws of diſputation than 
what their minds under the advantage of a 
common education might offer, a Bille being 
before them, the work began. : 
Mr. P. I do aſſert, and from the Scripture 
ſhall. plainl perry that in baptiſm the whole 
body Thould be plunged into, or dipped under- 
water. ee 3 
Mr. N. My friend you will find before you 
have done, that it is one thing to aſſert, and 
another thing to prove. And as what is afferted 
does not ſignify much till proved; fo the proof 
8 a work that lies the hands of him that 
affirms, If in this task which you have under- 
took you will quit yourſelf like a man, fair 
proving from the Scripture what you have at- 
firmed, I hope 1 ſhall without delay fall in 
with your judgment. 5 
Mr. P. Unto me the caſe is ſo plain in the 
word of Truth, that I am amazed any ſober 
thoughtful perſon ſhould be otherwiſe minded: 
Only the fetters of tradition bind faſt, and no- 
tions taken for granted work the mind ſo to 
their own likeneſs, that oftentimes it proves a 
very difficult work to root them out. Howe- 
ver, I am glad that you ſeem to be in a fair 
way to receive the impreſhons of truth from 
Scripture, therefore with more chearfulneſs 
I ſhall fall upon the proof. 
: 8 Mr. W. 
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. Mr. W. Let me tell you then, that as the 


terms in the queſtion are plain, and taken in 
the common acceptation, ſo I expect that all 
that you ſhall think fit to offer ſhall be without 
ambiguity : And for your encouragement, let 
me tell you further, that if you bring but one 


rp ſtrengthned with Divize Authority, 


all own myſelf conquered. 


Mr, P. Then my good friend, I hope have | 


255 at once; for obſerve what is ſaid of our 


rd, Matth. iii. 16. And JE sus when be wa 


baptized went up ſtraitway out of the water. 
[ 25 whence He is very rien, that he had 
been in it; for he could never have been ſaid to 
go out of that wherein he had not been, 
Mr. N. The words ſignify no more than 
that he went up from: the water, as perſons of 
your judgment have been often told: But ſup- 
poling the tranſlation very right, that he went 
ap ſtraitway out of the water, I wonder where 
_ dipping, overwhelming or plunging can be 
ſeen therein! You ſay, He went out of the wa- 
ter, therefore he had been in it; but if you 
had ſaid, he had been dipped, overwhelmed or 
plunged, I ſhould have 455 the conſequence. 
This Scripture does not in the leaſt prove that 
for which you brought it. 12 


Mr. P. But that in Mark i.. ſeems to make 


what I have undertook to prove very manifeſt, 
where it is ſaid, That Js sus came from Na- 
zareth of Galilee and was baptized of John in 
Jordan. Some of our friends do juſtly obſerve, 
rhat the words do ſignify that he was baptized 
or plunge d into Jordan. 1 Mr. 


us. That ob 


with Water, debated. 7 


Mr. W. Whether baptizing and plunging be 
the ſame thing, is.the Ware debate between 


you mentioned, might as well have been let a- 
one; for the Hory Seixir himſelf, who 
knows his own mind beſt; tells us that nothing 
eſe is intended by it than baptizing ia Jor» 
. 1. ĩ˙ 4 e 
Mr. P. Well, be it one or tother, does not 
the expreſſion unto any thoughtful perſon, 
make it very evident, that 8 ſhould be 
by dipping or overwhelming the whole body? 
Mr. V. No truly: For the more thoughtful 


| any impartial perſon may be upon the affair, 


the further off he will be, and muſt be, 
from thinking that plunging is intended in the 
expreſſion, I have ſeen, many, and doubtleſs 
ſo have you, come up out of water and waters, 


who never were overwhelmed therein. 


Mr. P.. There are many things in Scripture 


mentioned, the particular circumſtances where- 


of are not diſtinctly ſet down, but left unto juſt 
and neceſſary inference. What in ſome affairs 
may ſeem moſt neceſſary we find expreſsly re- 
ated, the reſt left unto impartial conjecture, 
and a prudent gueſs : So in this caſe, we read 
of CHRIST being baptized in Jordan, and of 
his coming up out of the water, from whence 
we are left juſtly to infer that in. baptiſm our 
Lord was indeed ander the water every part 
of him. | „ 
Mr. W. Between neceſſary inferences and 
conjectures there is a wide difference. All ne- 
e 8 N ceſſary 


er vation of your friends, which 


8 The Manner Bapii ing 
ceſſary inferences lay as juft a claim to the as MW +: 
ſent of right reaſon, as prior confiderations do, 
from whence they are drawn. The one being 
granted, the other muſt unavoidably follow. 
Bor in the caſe of Cuxisr's baptiſm, who can 
Fee plunging a neceſſary inference from what j; 
revealed concerning it? Could not our Lord go 
ankle deep or knee deep into the water, but 
he muft be overwhelmed therein? But you in. 
timate chat it is an impartial conjefture and 
prudent gueſs; whereas I told you, that I ex. 
pedcted, and you fairly promiſed plain Scripture 
proof. I am refolved in the ſtrength of CHRIST, 
that I will not be numbred among thoſe whb 
build their faith upon humane conjectures. 
Mir. P. But pray, Sir, if our Lord's being 
baptized in Jordan, and his coming up out of 
the water, does not imply his being all over 
under-water, what can be intended thereby 
Mr. NV. Why truly, Sir, as I have juſt hinted, 

I do not love to make any copjeftzres of equal 
weight with revealed articles of faith : And 
therefore if I was to tell you, that it does not 
concern us much to know every circumſtance 
i} of the ftory, Iam perſuaded I ſhould fall under 
i no rebuke from Go p, nor my own conſcience: 
| But it is very probable that the oztward cir- 
cumſtances of John the Baptiſt, being a perſon 
who had no poffeſſion of upper-ſprings or ne- 
ther- ſprings, from whence he might command 
water for his uſe, the ſoil and ſcituation of the 
country around him, as alſo the multitudes ti at 
were to be baptized by him, wade him chooſe 
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to baptize in Jordan, as the moſt apreeable 
place, the perſons going don to the water, o- 


ſome little way into it, from whence being bap⸗ 
tized, without any ſuch thing as ſtripping, and 
ſhifting, and plunging, they ſtraitway came 
up again, and went about their buſineſs. 


Mr. P. It is unto me a very ſtrange thing 


that I cannot convince you from this account of 
Cus 15sT's baptiſm, that he was indeed plung- 
ed, overwhelmed or dipped in Jordan, becauſe 


it is poſitively: faid that he was baptized in 


Jordan, or into Jordan. 3 
Mr. W. To be plain with you, I think tliat 
by the fame way of reaſoning you may as well 
perſuade an impartial man of judgment that 
CaxisT is under-water ftill ; becauſe it is ſaid 
that he vent into the place where John at 
firſt baptized, and there he abode. John x. 40. 
Mr. P. Well whether you believe it or no, 


fill my argument from John's bapriſm. ſtands 


as firm as ever: CHRIST was baptized of Joh 
in Jordan ; CHRIST when baptized came 25 
ſtraightway out of the water; therefore Joh 
did plunge him under water. Jeruſalem and 
all Judea, and all the region round about Jor- 
dan went out and were baptized of John in 
Jordan ; therefore he- plunged them all over 
in the waters of that river; he dipped them; 
therefore as our friends obſerve ſome tranfla- 
tions give unto John the Baptiſt the title of 


Jobs the Dip pers Now, Sir, what ar gument 


can be ſtronger than this for the truth of what 
have aſſerted? And what perſons can be 
N B more 
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10 The Manner of Baptizing 
more obſtinate than thoſe who reject the truth Ant 
of dipping held forth with ſo great evidence, 


and refuſe to follow the example of CHRIST 5 
himſelt? e obſ 
Mr. N. I grant indeed that your argument the 
ſtands @s. firm as ever; for it never had any MW by 
foundation to ſtand upon, but in your vain is n 
imaginations. They were baptized in Jor- for 
dan therefore they were plunged over head the! 
and ears; as if one {hould lay the ſtaff ſtands the 
in the corner therefore it rains. Or, becauſe 8 0 


it is ſaid that John baptized in the Wilderneſs, 
therefore in baptizing he thruſt people into that 
thorns and. briars. That John baptized in W thin 
Jordan is true, but he never dipped nor plunged 
any in his life: He tells us himſelf that he bap- 
tized them ⁊cith water, which makes the caſe 


very plain that he took water and made uſe ati 
of it; he baptized them with it. And leſt is nx 
Plungers. ſhould not obſerve this, all the four wor 
eyangeliſts take notice of it. Matth. iii. 11, evel 
Mark i. 8. Luke iii. 16. John i. 26, Where it + 
zs expreſsly ſaid that our Lord's work was to bap 


baptize with the Holy, Ghoſt, and with fire. It hop 
is impoſſible that any impartial man of judg- W Chr 
ment can ſo much as imagine that by being it. 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, a being plunged ; 
in the Holy Ghoſt ſhould. be underſtood : for the, and 
Lord himſelf tells us, that by baptizing he 
means pouring. For I will, pour water upon prox 
him that is thirſty, and floods upon the.) trad 
ground: I will pour my Spirit #poxthy. ſeed; plac 
and my bleſſing upon thy off-ſpring „ 2080 | of 
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. Vater, debated. 111i 

». Bu * 5 * 13 ba 
And while Peter was preaching the Goſpel, it = 

is ſaid, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which M 

heard the word, Acts x. 44. Again, I muſt ü 

obſerve that it is impoſſible for a man under Rb 

* the conduct of the Spirit of God to judge tat ü 
by our Lord's baptizing his Diſciples with fire, Eft 


is meant his plunging of them all over in fire: 
for the word of the Lord plainly gives us ano- 
ther account of that wonderful Work: A 


(ls there appeared unto them cloven bee Age 
le as of fire, and it fate 1 each of them, Acts 
's, ' 11.3. Moreover ſuppoſing your notion true 
© chat baptizing and plunging ſignify the ſame 
* ching then Tohz might have ſaid, 1 plunge you 


WH indeed with water: All perſons but thoſe of 
Pp your judgment would readily conclude that ſuch 
an expreſſion wanted fenſe. That ſome tran- 
el lations call Joh the Baptiſt, ohn the Dipper, 


is nothing at all to the caſe in hand; for the 1 
ur word of God zever calls him ſo; nor did he 1 
on ever dip or plunge any; as I have juft ob- = 
It ſerved out of John's own mouth, he only 

- baptized them with water. Evident truth I 


hope I ſhall never reje&, and the example of 
dg. Chriſt, I truſt under the affiftance of his Spi- 
Ing rit, I ſhall always endeavour to follow.  - 
Mr. P. For the preſent I will let this drop, 
' and offer a ſecond argument taken from Job's 
* baptiſm which will corroborate the former and 
e prove the truth of plunging beyond all con- 
tradiction. The argument I take from the 
| place ohn choſe to baptize in, and the reaſon 
a1 | * that choice: It is faid of him that he was 
- . _ ͤö«”éℳöU;—Ek  baptizang 
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baptizing in Enon near to Salim, becauſe there told 


was much water there, and they came and Was 
were baptized John iii. 23. Oh! That your MW 1m 
eyes were but open to ſee how plain plunging than 
is held forth in theſe words. John was bap- M 
tizing in Euon becauſe there was much water depe 
there; therefore all that were baptized were thou 
overwhelmed with water. They were dip- ſerve 
ped, they wereplunged, becauſe there was much beſt 
water there. He that cannot fee overwhelm- WM And 
ing, dipping or plunging in this text à man a vil 


would think muſt ſhut his eyes againſt the abu 
truth, or hold it in unrighteouſneſs.  *' 
Mr. W. I would not paſs any hard cenſure WW {ign! 
upon any body: We muſt all fee as we can, that 


and think according to the .beſt judgment we is Ns 


* can make of words and things; for my part ters 
1 as I told you before, if you can make it plain that 
by any one word of Gov that-plunging is the of tl 
| right way of baptizing, I will ask no more read, 


v queſtions but immediately fall in with Gos G! 
= revealed will; and untill you can do ſo by ſome Wate 

Vood of theLoxo, either directly, or by ne- fore. 
ceſſary conſequence, you may depend upon it reaſo 
I will never believe it. For I am for God's g 
= word only, and not for the trifling conjectures IN tains 
| of men. But by the way, pray what was Exon? I brou 
Mr. P. A river to be ſure like Jordan where I 79a! 


there, was. much water. 
Mr. V. What if I was to tell you that there I Vulet 
was no ſuch river in Jade? © 7. Þ 
Mr. P. Then you will tell me what I never not 
heard before, nor never will believe W 
x | WW 
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told it a thouſand. times: For it is faid, He. 
was baptizing- in Enon, becauſe there was 
nuch water there. Nothing can be plainer, - 


than that it was a great river. 


Mr. V. Tho' the queſtion before us does not 


depend any way upon it, yet it may not be 
thought altogether vain and frivolous to ob- 
ſerve, that ſuch a river cannot be found in the 


beſt accounts we have of the land of Hrael 
And it is very probable, that Enon was either 


a village, or a tract of land where there were 
abundance of ſprings and little rivulets of 


water. The learned tell us, that the word does 


lignify 4 place of 747 and it is obſervable 
that the town called Middin in Joſh. xv. 61. 


is named Euon by the LXX Greek Interpre- 


ters of the Old Teſtament. They alſo obſerve, 
that in Judges v. 10. there is mention made 
of thoſe that ſit in, upon, or near Middin, we 
read, in judgment, where immediately the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt takes notice of the places of drawing 
water, ſo that if any body would know where- 
fore Middin is rendred Euon by the LXX, the 


reaſon is ready, becauſe of the places of draws. 


ing water ; For Exon ſigniſies à place of foun- 
tains or ſprings. So that in the teæt you have 
brought, the Holy Ghoſt ſeems to give us the 
tation of the word: The place called Euon, 
becauſe there were many waters, ſprings or xi. 
vulets there. And ;you and your friends muſt 


grant that the words of the Holy Ghoſt do 


not denote much water in one great chan- 


nel, 
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nel, but many waters, ſtreams or rivulets in 


à certain tract or neighbourhood. 
Mr. P. What you have ſaid may preplex but 


not inſtruct; I am ſure it does neither touch 
me, nor affect my argument. I ſay John was 
baptizing in Exon, becauſe there was much 


water there; and therefore all that he bay. | 


tized were dipped, plunged, or overwhelmed. 
What ſignifies cirticizing upon a word? 
Mr. . But what and if the Holy Ghoſt in. 
tends to give us the reaſon why the place was 
called Euon, becauſe there were many waters, 
ſprings or rivulets there? What will become 
of your argument then? And how will you 
help yourſelf. 5 IO IE: 11 
Mr. P. I will never believe it. Euon was a 


great river, or elſe a place where a great river 


was, and in it Johg baptized-perſons by plung- 
ing and overwhelming them. 
Mr. V. Granting that Exoz was a great ri- 
ver, or a great water, yet it can never be proy- 
ed that Johx plunged perſons all over in it. 


That is nothing at all but your vain conjecture. 


He baptized them, but he never plunged them. 
So that the ſame anſwer that I gave to your 
former argument upon John's manner of bap- 
tizing, will ſerve for this. 
Mr. P. Aye; But I have not done with it; 


for what muſt pinch you moſt of all therein, 1s 


this, That John baptized in Euon, becauſe there 
was much water there. Obſerve the reaſon why 
John choſe the place to baptize in, it was, he- 
cauſe there was much water there. 


M. V. 


— — 


* 


x with HW ater, debated. A 5 


Mr. V. Why, what would you have him do 
otherwiſe ? Or, What could he have done bets 
bur ter? By Jobn's baptiſm, we are often to un- 
derſtand Joha s whole miniſtry. Therefore he. 
cauſe Fob Was a prophet, his haptiſm was from 
ach MI becven, and not of men, Matth. xxi. 25. that 
is, his doctrine, or the bapti/m, which be 
preached, Acts x. 37. was from: heaven. © Sd 
that by Johns baptizing, we are to underſtand 
in. Joba's preaching, adminiftring in his office, 
vas and fulfilling his:courſe. y 40 

vrhat is that to the 


ers, Mr. P. I grant it: But 
you Mr. W. Why, then confidering what flocks; 
what multitudes. from far and near came to at- 
s WI tend on his miniſtry, would you have him 
ver have fixed on ſame dry ſandy heath, or ſome 
ng. «ren wilderneſs for his work, where there 
was not water /uffc:ent for him to make uſe of 
ri. tobaptige the vaſt numbers that came to him for 
oy- that end, nor for the multitude to refreſb theme 
\ it ſelves, and their horſes or their camels, or 
ire, MW vbatſoever we muſt ſuppoſe many of them 
em. did ride upon? No wiſe man, who had a 
our call to baptize with water, yea, I may fay, no 
ap- IN iſe man who had a call only to preach, under 
John's circumſtances, ſuppoſing baptiſm had 
it; not been at all in his commiſſion, having ſuch 
, is I multitudes to follow him, in ſuch a land as i Bi 
here eng was, but would have made the ſame —_ 
h ie. . 870 i ieee 
el Mr. P. It muſt be granted that all that you 


ay is not without reaſon; but for all that, I | 1 
. 7 „ 1 
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. 


cannot think otherwiſe, than that Joh dipped 
them under- water, or plunged them all Over. 
Mr. V. Here you bring to my remembrance 
what you ſaid at the beginning, that notions 


taken for granted form the mind fo to their 


own likeneſs, that the mind can readily receive 


nothing elſe. But however, though I cannot 


help your thoughts, yet I am ſure that what 
you ſpeak is a bold addition to the word of 


Gop: Where there is not one title more or lek 


of their being plunged; and upon vain conjec- 


ture I cannot, I will not build my faith. To 


the more ſure word of propheſy I will con- 


ftantly thro' grace have a recourſe. - | 


Mr. P. But I cannot for my life help think- 
ing, but ſurely they muſt be plunged, becauſe | 
there was much water, and Jobn made choice 
of the place to preach and adminiſter baptiſm 
in becaoſerof That.... 

Mr. V. I told you before in effect, that he 
had been a very anwiſe man had he choſe a 
place where there had been but little water. 
No wonder he ſhould chooſe Jordan and E- 
non and ſuch places for his miniſtry. You may 
underſtand what ſort of a country for water a 


great part of that land was, from the great con- 


entions between Iſaac's ſervants and others a. 
bout digging, finding and enjoying wells of 
water. Glad at heart they were when they 
found plenty of water for their own refreſh- 
ment, and the refreſhment of their cattel. 
John did preach and baptize in the open coun- 


try, and as we have before obſerved from the 


Word 


\ — ©. # = . 4 nt | 
F * ; - c | - a 
— ; 7 | | | | 


no, they wante 


xd W word of God, often by his baptiſm, we are to 


underſtand his who.e miniſtry. It is ſaid that all 


Jeruſalem and Judea, the meaning is, abun- 


Yance of them went out. A great number of 
them doubtleſs muſt travel many miles, and 
we muſt fuppoſe many on foot and many ot her- 
wiſe: And can we ſo much as jmagine that 
it would have been proper for John to have 


choſen a place where there was but little cuater 
ſor him to baptize with, and for the multitudes 


to be refreſhed ? No, I dare ſay, he had been a 
very unwiſe man had he done ſo. What, to 
bring the people together to lay them, and al- 
ſo the beaſts they rid on with thirſt... No, 

much water, and ſuch as 
was good for drinking too, tho? they did not 


Pant it to plunge or be plunged, But indeed for 


plunging of people there need not be much Wa- 


ter as is evident from the practice of perſons of 


your judgment in Landon, not to mention other 


places, who plunge in little holes and #&bbs any 


Where, rather than the Thames that is juſt by: 


Being in that differently minded ſrom a oertai 


plunger in the country, who aſter ſome tinie 
judged that their plunging in ſome water at 2 
diſtance from inhabitants, was in effect a on- 
cealing of the teſtimony, therefore - choſe to 
Plunge in a borſe-pomd in the town, that all 


hy 4 


ili {ee apd recefve inltructon 
Mr. P. Fo be ſk you ſeem unto me to be 
à man that will not receive gonviction; find 
1 muſt te vou, I never heard a man talk as 


your do in all my life, What! Enron! much 
| 1 8 Ho water 
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water ther E, and yet. people not plunged + i 
um el! n 


Mr. V. So you may very well be amazed, 
if you conſider well what you believe about 


plunging, and wherefore you believe it. Goo 


far as Jordan and Enon to fetch arguments, 
which when touched vaniſh into ſmoak, and 


Mr. P. Well, not giving up the arguments 


Kill you ſtrive to hold them! 


already mentioned from Jobz's baptiſm, I ſhall 


in the third place inſiſt upon the mode of bap. 


tiſm among the Apoſtles. 5 As they baptized, 


10 ſhould we. That they baptized by plung- 
ing only and dipping under. water, is from the 
Scriptures very manifeſt. That place for in- 
ſtance, ſhould ſeem ſufficient, where it is ſaid 


that Philip and the'Eunuch went both (own in. 


zo the water, Acts vin. 38. Now, Sir, what 
did they go down into the water for, if plung- 
ing is not intended? And then is it not plain- 
ly ſaid that they came up both out of the water! 
In which expreſſion there ſeems to me to be 
an unanſwerable argument for plunging. And 
it is very evident, that if perſons Were not wed- 
ded to their own notions, all that read this 


place or hear it read, muſt ſubmit to the pow- 


erful argument for plunging that appears there- 
in. Dear! What can be plainer ? They went 
down both of them into the water; and, they 
came up out of the water; I give you leave to 


conclude. 


Mr. V. Then, Sir, with your leave, if they 
went both into the water, and came up both 


F 5 w ; TY 

3 1 = __ | N de Y * r * x? I "A % | t 2 a | > 
With ter, deb ted. 19 

< A 1 7 * : 14 
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out of the water, I conclude that neither of 
them 'was'&rowned theke. 
Mr. P. That's true: Bur I did not expect 
a negative concluſion, but a poſitive one; and 
I hope you will excuſe my freedom, if I demand 
one of you, for I know it will bring you to 
confeſs plunging, and grant me what I plead for. 
Mr. W. Why then, Sir, it maſt run thus: 
Philip and the Eunuch went both of them 
down into the water, and came up both of them, 
out of the water, therefore they were both 
plunged over head and ears in the water. 

Mr. P. I ſee you will infer any thing but the 
truth ſought for: Seeing they both went down 
into the water, and both came up out of the 
water, Why could not you have concluded 
therefore, one was plunged, and the other not? 
Mr. H. Why truly, becauſe I thought it 
out of the way of all ſenſe, reaſon and revelati- 
on, ſo to infer ; Yea, there is not in facred Hi- 
ſtory the leaſt ſhadow of a foundation for ſuch 
„„ aero: 
Mr. P. Well, do you ſay what you pleaſe, I 
put him all over under the water.. 

Mr. W. You bring to my mind what you 
aid a little while ago of people being wedded 
to their own notions : For if this 1s not taking 
a notion for better for worſe, I muſt ingenu- 
ouſly confeſs, that I have no notion of the 
VVV | 

Mr. P. Why did not they go down both of 
them into the water. g 
„ Mr. 


believe that Philip plunged. the Eunuch, and 
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I Mr, W. True ; and whoſoever goes to any 
water, eſpecially out of a charior, muſt go 
down to. it. But I ſuppoſe you do not think 
that their geing dawn was any part of bap. 
Mr. P. No, going down is no part of bay. 


: 


tiſm, but, plunging is baptiſm, therefore being 
gone down into the water, Philip plunged the 


Eunuch therein all over. 
Mr. V. How do you Kkzow that he plung- 
LIE. i. a SE: + 
Mr, P. Why becauſe he baptized him. 
Mr. V. A pretty way of talking! He plung- 
ed him becauſe he baptized him, and baptiz- 
ed. him becauſe he plunged him; when the 
great 1 between us is, Whether plung- 
ing and overwhelming. is the only way. Of bap- 
tizing, That the Exnuch was baptized is ve- 
r evident, but dipped, plunged or overwhelm- 
ed he was not. You day indeed that he was 
PNG, Hf we ere hut, to, good en as. 00 
believe your bare word we may: for prove it 
from any part of Gop's word you never can. 
; Mr. P. Good now!. To what purpoſe then 
did did they go down, to the water, if plung- 
ing was got intended ? Why did they godown! 
Mr. W. The pfalmiſt tells us of perſons whe 
go do in ſhips to the mighty Waters, but 
to be ſure, with no deſign to be. overwhelm- 
ed. I have delignedly, gone down to water, 
and into water hundreds of times when I had 
no deſign of plunging. or of being plunged: 
Eut who at any time went up to the a 
4 | Ar. 
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Mir. P. But if ſprinkling or pouring of wa» 
ter would have done, why did not the Euaic 


command his ſervant or fervants to take pro- 
Ps per veſſels and bring ſome? s ow 

Mr. HW. What proper veſlels he had with hint 
b. I cannot tell; however they did juſt What 
ng ſeemed molt convenient. 
he WM Mr. P. But ſurely would it not have been 
more convenient for them to have water 


: | 
L717; © 


g. brought into the chariot, if pouring or ſprink= 


% 


1 

ling of water would have ſerved the turn? | 

| Mr. V. Why truly, if I had been in the 
g Eunuch's place I ſhould not have choſen to 
iz. bare water poured upon me iu the chariot; 
he but for ſeveral” reaſons I ſhould have, been 
ig: WM intirely for going down to #he wearer, and 1 
ap. think ſo would any man of fence, all things 
Ve- being conſidered. But alas! There was no 
m. firipping, nor plunging, nor Parties on 4 
ras of raiment in the caſe; For Philip was direCt- 
to ly caught away by the Spirit 'of the Loxp, 


it and the Eunuch immediately went on his way 
an. rejoycing. Sf ; 35 | 4 171 
en Mr. P. I fee you are reſolved not to be con- 
g vinced, though I have plainly proved, at leaſt 
n? proved { plain as the thing will. bear, that 
50 the Eunuch was plunged all over, and ſo I 
wut can prove that all thoſe who were baptized 
m. i # the Apoſtle's days, were plunged. or over- 
er, wihelmed. EE Ton 
ad Mr. V. What prodigious labour then muſt 
ed. the Apoſtles go through when three thouſand 
| were baptized in one day; yea, * 
eſs 


Wm 
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leſs than half of it! And what great trouble lor 


muſt they be at in ſtripping, and ſhitting, and 
changing apparel! And What abundance of MW l 
Plunging garments they muſt have ready! Go 
And in what a poor condition was Paul when Bal 
he was plunged, having been ſo ill, and fo Pe 
long without eating or drinking! And after but 
that, how zxfit muſt Paul himſelf be under Mc. 
his wounds and bruiſes, and in the dead of liey 
the night to go into ſome deep water, and | 
take up the , jaylor and plunge him! And 0 
how improperly did Peter ſpeak in Cornelius judy 
houſe when he talked of forbidding © water! hoo 
Whereas he ſhould have faid,, Can any man way 
forbid theſe Men from going to the river to by. 
be plunged ? And I muit add, it the whole leaf 
body in baptiſm muſt be plunged and appli. ha 
ed alike to the water, what a miſtake were r 
they under in making uſe of plunging gar- 12 
ments, for then the water comes to the bo- thin 
dy only a_/i/trizg or as it can work its way per} 
| through, which at beſt is only equivalent to N 
ſprinkling ! 9 5 15 
the 


Mr. P. Why truly ſome have not been 
without thoughts that plunging naked would 
be the beſt way, for ot her wife indeed all the o r 


perſon cannot be applied in a like manner to thing 
the water; ſome part muſt be baptized in, one 1 ha 
way and ſome in another: However it is plain You 
to me, that the three. thouſand were plunged; prov 
that Paul notwithſtanding unfitneſs was ne- nothi 


vertheleſs plunged ; and that he took the jay- 
WWW lor 


CT +7 


truth, and ſhall rejoyce therein: Give me 


ſanding to it. So far as I can ſee you can 


lor plunged him; and that all in Corzeline's 
houſe were plunged, and I can prove it. 

*: me ſee you do it, out of 
God's word, and as I ſaid before, ſo I ſay a- 
gain, 1 ſhall own myſelf. conquered by the 


but he „ bor rn. 

Mr. P. Why nothing can be plainer; I be- 
lieve it, I aſſert it, and I will ſtand to it. 
Mr. . That will never /fazd for proof a> 
mong any perſons, unleſs thoſe of your own 
judgment. I ſtill demand either a poſhtive 
command for plunging, or a plain i»/zauce of 
any one perſon that was ever plunged either 
by John the baptiſt, or the Apoſtles, or at 


leaſt a proof of it by neceſſary conſequence ;. but 


you bring me neither, you bring me none, 
nor can you indeed bring any thing but your 
vain imaginations for proof: I pity, poor un- 
thinking minds who fooliſhly admire your ſu- 
perſiitious invention. RT 

Mr. P. You are in a heat; you ſhould con- 
ſider that you ſhould not put yourſelf into 
the leaſt appearance of an unbecoming paſſion. 
Mr. W. Sir my ſpirit is calm and capable 
of receiving any impreſſion of truth; if any 
thing like zeal appeared it was for Gop ; for 
I hate to ſee. fooliſh lies fathered upon him. 


You talk of plunging it, and proving it; of 


proving it, and plunging it; and after all, it 
nothing but believing it, and aſſerting it, and 


make 
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* 


make nothing of it, but w#ill=nvoyſhip, which red 
Go never required at your hands. dir 
Mr. P. You glory as if you were puttin ſon 
off your armour, but 1 am very well affure up 
that the day is not yours: For I have ſeveral W }] 
things ſtill to offer-which both explain und ſay 
prove what I have already afferted. ' Gb. 
Mr. . As for explication I ſuppoſe that is bar 
needleſs for plunging, is plunging ; but if you IM reli 


Have proof, I beg you would oblige me with it. 
Mt. P. My fourth argument then I draw 
from that account which the Apoſtle gives us of 
baptiſm, as in a very exact manner reſembling 
and repreſenting the burial of Chriſt, Rom. vi. 
3, 4. Know ye not that ſo many of us as were 
tized into FesUs CURIST, were baptized 
into his death? therefore toe are buried with 
bim by baptiſm into death; that like a; 
CuRIST way raiſed uf from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even ſo we ſhould walk in 
newneſs of life. The fame truth, chat the 
roof may be abundant, you have in the Epi- 
le to the Coloſſians, ch. ii. 12. Buried teith 
him in baptiſm, 1wherein alſo you are riſen wit) 
him, through the faith of the operation of Go 0, 
who hath raiſed him from #he dead. Now 
Sir, what can be plainer? Perfons baptized 
are buried under the water, as Chrift was 
buried in the heart of the earth, They rut 
be covered all over, or elſe they are not bur! 
Here, I hope, you'l ſee the truth I plead for 
fairly proved. Baptiſm is to be performed in 
ſuch a way that repreſents a burial and a _ 
rection; 


with Mater, ici 25 


FR which is woſt aptly repreſented by 
dipping, plunging or Over whelming the Him 
fon baptized into the Water, and railing 


up again cut of it. N 
al 900 . I ſhall impartially weigh whae o 
0 conſider” the meaning of the Holy 


reſurrection of Chril 
i. 7507 Nareiin or any ſuch end? As for 
W 4;-Supper, he hath ſaid, Do this in remem- 
of rance of me. And ſtis plain from the Word, 
ng WW that in che Lor#s-Supper,. de ſhew. forth” bis 
vi. death till he comes: But where has he ſaid, be 
re plunged or baptized 0 repreſent coy--bucial 
ved and u A Not 4 

f | ip not there foundaein 
as 0 [of AR an jo tution in the very words, 
the buried with bim in baptiſm, Wherein is plaih- 
h implied that we ſhould do rs 41 
the repreſen his burial. "MM 
Lou may as well, pray hogs with 
it the. EE. be hanged up againſt a trer, 
it) do repreſent Chriſt crucified; becauſe it is ald, 
0 Dy that We are eracified with Chriſt; and to 
ow make a fair end of you, be ſure to ſer you 
12 Feng under the earth, or under the Water; de- 
waz caule it is ſaid, boriecd with him inn dedth. 


nuſt But, to 8 bome to your practice, Pray, 


tied. what is there in your plunging that repreſents 
' fot Chriſt's burial and reſurrection ? He was'car- 
dein r:ed to the. ſepulchre, you £0 your own ſelves 
efur- Wo, > Water: hg . M85 Hep and buried, you 


are 


bbc in the Texts brought by you. Youday, 


baptiſm by plungiog, repreſents the burjal:and 
by lung #3 But did Chriſt ere d 
the 
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are plunged alit e: He did lie three days and 
three nights in the grave, you are not plung- 
ed three minutes; He was buried in a ſepul. 
chre in the earth, you are plunged in water: 
Our Lord was laid in the grave by Foſeph of 
 Arimathea, who rolled a great ftone to the 
mouth of the fepulchre, and departed; your 
plunger dare neither leave you, nor roul a ſtore 
upon you: Our Lord aroſe from the dead, and 
declared himſelf thereby to be the Son of God 
2th power ; but he that puts you in, pulls you 
out, and you are declared to be what you are; 
and this is the repreſentation, and the mighty 
-reſeindlatice?! ?:? 
Mr. P. Pray, Sir, be not too free, leſt you 
be found a fighter againſt the word of God, 
Lou ſee how plain the affair ſeems to be laid 
. down in the two texte I have brought; if you 

have any thing to anſwer, you muſt anſwer it 
„ % 07 IT ne Or 
Mr. J. J am reſolved in the ſtrength of God 
not to oppoſe his Word in the leaſt: What. 
ſoever that ſays, I defire my heart may imme- 
diately fall in therewith. ' Tknow that men of 
your / perſuaſion have made a great bie from 
the foremenrioned texts, thereby confounding 
the minds and judgments of the weak and {im- 
ple. However, I ſhall give you a fair account 
of both the texte, and the great deſign of the 
„ 1H ormen er 

. Mr. P. I am far from thinking that any 
other meaning can be put upon thoſe texts than 
that for Which I brought them: ewe 
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| I ſhall patiently attend to what you have to 

and TEE 

mg Mr. W. I fuppoſe you will readily grant 

pul. W that baptiſm in Scripture admits at leaſt of a 

ter: twofold ſignification; that of water, and that 

h of of Suffering. That baptifm of Chriſt which 

the W he principally mentions in the days of his 

bur perſonal miniſtry, and would have us in a = 
tone ſpecial manner take notice of, was that of his ; 4 
and ſufferings. . He asked the two ſons of Zebegee, 28 
God MY who were deſirous of greatneſs and grandeur, I 
you Whether they could drink of the cup which 1 
are; he was to drink of; and whether they could ble 
hy baptized with the baptiſm wherewith he was 1 
to be baptized ? Matth. xx. 22. And at ano- 1 
you MW ther time tells his diſciples that he had @ bap- 1 


30d, tiſm to be baptized with, and longed to 
laid WM have it accompliſhed, Lake xii. 50. I ſup- 
you poſe you grant, that by this great baptiſm he 
er it means his ſufferings for us on the croſs which 
N brought him to the grave? 
God Mr. P. Yes ſure, nor do I know any that are 
hat- otherwiſe mindec. e 
me. Mr. W. I take you to be ſound in the faith, 
en of and therefore judge that you believe that IE- 
rom sus CHRIST in what he did and ſuffered for 
ding us, did fo as our repreſentative and common- 
ſim : perſon, fo that the death of Chats r might 
ount in a ſenſe be ſaid to be the death of all the 
the elect; for as the apoſtle ſays of the matter, 


We thus judge that if one died for all, then -Þ 
RS RT n | 
Ever, | bc FF D 2 Mr. 
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28 The Manier of Bapri Sing 
erogene 
Mr. 5. Ves, yes, I love to hear the ſound of 
at doctrine ; ſor it contains in it the ſub. 
{ance fall my comfort and hope of glory. We 
gre in him that 4s true; .and we are. told that 


6447 e be i „„ SHORES] 
We are quickned with him, raiſed up together 


with bin, and made to fit tozether eig bin 
b. heavenly places; and that Our joy might a. 


quad it is ſaid, that zz him we. are complegt, 


Mr. W, Very well; there lies all my falvati- 


i on allo, and upon that very fqundation Lan 


{ freely maintain the neareſt communion with 
i Jou, Joving, you dearly in the 1,oRD, though 
|! we. differ in matters of leſſer moment: For 


11 7 3 ieee M3 4» $4, 4-4 — 14 
th all Gan's children are gathered together in ont 


| in him, who is their common head and lite. 
JI 
Tee.bjm in the, grave, you can ſee yourſelf there 

in him, as the bleſſed One repreſenting you 
an}, A ods children. uu ad anger 

Mr. P. Yes truly, through grace T am help- 


ed with ſelltabaſemont, humiſity and hope to 
look upon Chriſt ſuffering, dying and lying in 
the grave as: my head and reprek tative, 
1 b 44 4 ES wt — I. 5 93 | 1 
Mr. . Well. now my friend, by baptiſm in 
the texts vou. brought you, muſt underſtand 
the ſufferings of Chriſt; For it is a baptil 
into death; namely, rhe ; death of Chriſt, 
Know He not that ar many of ut as were 
baptized in or into Chi 5 were baptized into 
of in hit death? Sq that if apy. body would 
know what the apoſtle means by baptiſng; he 
anſwers,that he means that which is 2t death: 
And if any body would-know what death he 
„ means; 


+ Y "AWE % teh ** 3 — : — 
* 3 PS J 7 I $ N "40% 
— — — 22 ——::.. Wyre "9 Id 99s res 1 2 


$ * 


The. ates that he might lanctify his people-with 


with Water, debited, 29 


means; BY he fays, he means the death uf Chit. 
If any body would further know what buſineſs 
we have with that bapriſm; \ the apoſtle tells 
us, that We were conſidered with bim and Ax 
him; ſo that his baptiſm of. ſuflerings might 
in a certain ſenſe be ſaid to be ours: And:forhe 
interpretation runs entire oonſiſtent, — 
lical and glorious. 1 
Mr. P. At preſent I ſhall ſay nothic eil 
hear you further glving ſome acenunt of 
Gon and ſeope of e ee borh the 
texts; x 
Mr W. That I will-freely- do adeerding to 
the meaſure of thei giſt of Chriſt. As fdr what 
text in Rom. Vi. it 18 plain the makes 
uſe Of it às a mi F 
Tineſs. Shall we, he'fays, who are dead at 
ſin live any Ionger therein! Knowing this that 
our old man Was crucified with Ohriſt, Ibat 
the body of ſin might be deſtroyed : We wette 
baprid ed into Chr its death; were buried with 
him by baptiſm 1 inro death; were partakers of 
His ſufferings from the croſs to the grave, he 
ſuffering as ur "head: We were in lliim on the 
crofs, aid In the(grave, being crücified With 
him and Were. with him, and were alft 
kened with Him and räifed up together; and 
all that we might he holy: Hewff 


ered without 


his own blobs, ; A Hall we up- urſelves 
10 .in and iniquity! Bod for bid. Now, here 
i force, copent auck power in the arzumeht; 


and bur ſodts feel it Working mightily. The 
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intende 


ou have been plunged all over in water, there- 
of God, would ha ve wondered what he meant 


lead us as we are members of him to leave, to 


Mr. P. Now pray give your thoughts on 
Mr. . As that in Rom. vi. was brought as 


in Coloſſians was brought as an argument to 
ſtrengthen their faith in the glorious doctrine 
of Fuſtification. The apoſtle tells the Coloſſians, 
; Chap, 11. 10. that they were compleat in Chrilt; 
they were circumciſed in him, in putting af 


30 The Manner. of Baptizing 


Jove of Chriſt canſtraineth us, becauſe we. thu; 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 
Aud that be died for all; that they which hive 
ſbould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but 
unto him which died for them, and roſe again, 
2 Cor. v. 14, 15. This is a way of arguin 
Which all believers in ſome meaſure underſtand 
and experience the power of. How forcible 
are right words! but what doth your argglins | 
reproue? Suppoſe water-baptiſm had been by 
Plunging ; and ſuppoſe water: baptiſm had been 
7 in the text ; where would have been 
the force of the argument? Suppoſe the apoſtle 
Had ſaid, you have been dipped under water; 


fore you muſt not ſia ; God forbid, you ſhould 
ſin, having been all over under-water ; | ſure 
any perſon acquainted indeed with the things 


Alas! the apoſtle had another way of reaſon- 
ing. Faith in Chriſt as our head ſuffering for 
our ſins, is; and will be found of ſpecial ple to 


loath and hate all appearance of evil. 


an argument to promote holineſs, ſo the other 


4 
& * 4 2 ü : "4 4 * Iz - : 
&2'% . 7 N * . % n 14 "5 827 * * 4 1 — Y E 
doitß Water; debated. 


the boch of the fi of the gelb, they were dö⸗ 
ried with him in his baptifm, meaning all his 


ſufferings from firſt to laſt; and in him chey 
were raiſed together according to the faithful 


operation or working of God, who ra iſed him 
ſrom the dead. Chriſt was delivered for their 


offences, but raiſed again for their juſtification. 
Well, they being thus compleat in Chriſt their 


head, the Apoſtle deſires they WL 
9 


to neither jadaixing chriſtians on the one ha 
nor paganizing profeſſors on the other; bur 


as they had received Chriſt, ſo they would till 


walk in him. They were with Chriſt on the 


croſs, as he repreſented them; they were bu- 
ried with him, yea, they were with him in all 
the baptiſm of his ſufferings, and ſo put off the 


body of the ſins of the fleſh; He was raiſed up 


from the dead, and publickly juſtified, they were 
raiſed up together with him, and ſtand per- 
feckly and compleatly juftified in him, all treſ- 
paſſes being forgiven them, and the hand-wri- 
ting that was againſt them blotted out: Thete- 


fore now let them ſtand faſt in the Lord. Thus 
45 have the only meaning of thoſe Fexts 


rought by you, and bleſſed be the Lord for 


that abundant food for faith, we have in 
them thus opened and underſtooode. 
Mr. P. I muſt confefs I never heard them 
ſo opened in my life before, and can no leſs 
than judge that there is a greater glory in and 


upon them being thus underſtood, than as com- 


monly taken by us. However if T loſe the ar- 
Sument, which I thought I had in the words, 


1 


I ſhall. I hope gain Wy has a thouſand times 


3 We ht. i in upon 11 
on ne e 1 Chet ike 1 12 Ma his 
8, and glad to hope that I am am 
-their number, But nevertheless ſuppoſi 0 
texts you wee mean nothing of 
aptiſm, the 19955 1 before, ſeem 
ſufficient to fuſt an oy Pe belief 8/9 u a G3 
oſpecially if Yu conlider the force of ana! 
argument which your 1e | inter refatina 
.88 indeed mult call it, Jeac 
Mr. , Yell, if .o, I ſep there i is 0 fencing 


_pgain} a flail; For who can tell from what cor- 
0. — 93 — ills come ? J "Tine cough at 1 Lig 


1 


© * % 4@ @ * 


Sit, 5 rn 


| 6 has 13 FED 8855 had to 
5 wich, Was that which he ſufered fr 


people on the xrols : His ſufferings. were 
univerſal, no part ot him. but what 


1 in 2 


be plunged j dip 
Io never thought = wart 


d or ruf helme 
men of your pet desen 
their while to male 


* 2 M., The greate 


that it muſt be a ridiculous, ching A xm, 
That Chriſt's head was plunged wi 
that his hands and feet WE plu 10 
nails, or that his face was dung 1 5 ſpitle. 
And you b REAC BY: wf FLcgll A 0 
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Water - 


me to nd from 


ufferec 7 
iſm, the ety 0 y 


uſe of this argument: 1140 they e verys Well 


fl Orns, 


an wy ater. debateif\ 33 


Int you Have faid is ſd far from being any ar- 
gument, that it is only a trifling way 0 talking, 
to be treated with all contempt. 

Mr. P. But, I hope, you will not lay afide 
what I have ſaid, till you give me Tome ac- 
count wherefore our Lord calls his ſufferings 
by the name of baptiſm? :; 

Mr. W. Then you muſt obſerve, That i in the 
Scriptures all the fuferings of Chriſt are com- 
prehended in one expreſſion, Ihe Hood of his 
troſs, Col. i. 20. Now, as in baptiſm Watky 
is poured, ſo it is ſaid of Chriſt, that his ſou 
was poured out unto death: and as in baptiſm 
there is the ſhedding of water, ſo without the 
ſhedding of Chriſt's blood, there could have 
been no remiſſion. Our Lord did ſweat drops 
of blood down to the ground ; and out of his 
ide, hands and feet, on the croſs, blood came 
pouring; but he was not plunged in his own 
blood: "His blood was the 1 of ſprinkling... 

Mr. P. Well, however, unto another. argu; 
ment I will paſs, which I have to. offer from 
the very notation of tlie word: To baptize in 
the Scripture, is the fame as to plunge, and 
it ſignifies nothing elſe. 

Mr. . Now I fancy our controverſy is 
brought into a narrow compaſs; for it ſeems 
to depend upon o Word. What weiglit that 
word will bear, we ſhall, after our plain way, 
conſider. Truth alone is that which weare in 
the ſearch of, and that as held forth in the 
Scri ipture only. Now,. Sir, proceed. ** 

E Mr. 


* 


WY 


34 The Mannerof Baptizing © 
MIX. P. Why then, Sir, what I affirm, and Joy 
Hall maintain, is this, That hapto and baptizy, 


4 by” 


overwhelm 


14 ſignifies nothing in the Scripture but dipping, F 
1 plunging and overwhelming ; the words are wl 
never took in any other ſenſe, nor can they Nz 
1 indeed bear any other conſtruction. I muſt Gr 
i tell you again, for this argument 1s like unto na 
Ul Goliah's ſword, none to be compared to it; C07 
hy or like the beſt wine, reſerved till laſt ; I fay, | 
4 I muſt tell you again, that the ver), that the my 
[ only meaning of baptizo, is to plunge or over- qu; 
4 whelm.. | TG WI 
1 Mr. W. Dear! I am almoſt frighted, you a 1 
have beat it ſo into my pate; and though it is he 

but one word, it comes like a tempeſt upon qu: 

me. However, it is ſome comfort to me that din 

Inever read of any great uſe Go/zah's ſword was giv 

of, but to cut off Goliab's own head: And as for ] 

wine, a little of it may be by this time very us 

ſerviceable for our refreſhment, for what by red 

plunging and overwhelming in much water, ger 

we are pretty well tire. of 

4 Mr. P. Tired are ye with plunging ! You han 
ſhall have more of it; and that's all that 1 MW wh 
4 mean by the beſt wine: For I tell you again tha 
55 that baptizo ſignifies nothing but plunging and \ 
. overwhelming. 5 me 
| Mr. W. Why Sir this is nothing but what \ 
# all ſorts of perſons of your perſuaſion will tell It i: 
ih us, whether they can read their mother-tongue bot] 
it or no it matters not, they. know very well that N 
i +aptizo ſignifies nothing elſe but plunging and bee! 


can read your Greek Teſtament, and you and 


I have had ſome pulls at Heſiod and Homer 
when ſchool-fellows together; and though 


many Grzciſms have {lipt us, yet I hope our 
Greek Teſtameats we can in ſome meaſure ma- 
nage ſtill, eſpecially with the help of a Lexi- 
cos. 8 + 1338 
Mr. P. I muſt own myſelf acquainted with 
my Greek Teſtament : And I think as well ac- 
quainted with baptizo as any other Greek word 
whatever, and think myſelf capable of giving 
a true account of it. N 
Mr. V. From your more than ordinary ac- 
quaintance with it, J expect a more than or- 


dinary account of it; and accordingly now I 


give attention. 7 | 

Mr. P. Well then Sir obſerve ; our Lord tells 
us that the rich man being in torments deſi- 
red that Lazarus might dip the tip of his fin- 
ger in water and cool his tongue: And then 
of Judas our Lord faith, he that dippeth his 
hand with me in the diſh, &c. You know 


what word it is, that is rendred dipping, and 


that juſtly in both the places. 

Mr. J. Pray Sir, ſeeing you can as well, let 
me Hir e 1 
Mr. P. Why Sir you know that in the one 
it is bapſe, and in the other embapſas, and in 
both places rightly rendred to dip. ED 


Mr. W. But I thought that our concern had 


been with baptizo, and not with hapto: You 
_ rw 


doith Water, debated. 35 


overwhelming. However you are a perſon that 
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promiſed to make it plain that baptizo figni- ny 

ties nothing but to plunge or overwhelm ; and to 

5 to prove it you tell us that bapte, which i is ano. We 

ther word does ſignify dipping. 'M a 

Mr. P. But it is all one: for bapte * bap- 50 

ting fignify one and the fame thing. pre 

Mr. V/. That I deny: for the Holy Ghoſ {ha 

never makes uſe of bapto when this ordinance {ta 

is expreſled, but Haptiso. However here you 4 

have undertook a three-fold task, which 1 WO 

think you had better fairly drop, chan attempt It 

to manage: iſt, to prove, that Bapto and alle 

baptizo are juſt of the ſame lignification; /e- tt, 

L condly, that Judas when he put his hand in we 
[ the diſh, thruſt it all over into the fauce; and dec 
8 thirdly, that the word is never to be under. Yo 
_ I ſtood but of plunging and overwhelming on- MW 4. 
= ly: And unleſs you can make out thoſe three the 
1 things very plain, you do nothing. the 
i Mr. P. I dare ſay you are not to cut out the 
0 my work for me; for J will choſe my own WW az: 
work and my own weapons. ſen 


Mr. V. I dare ſay you have already choſe 
ſuch a task that had I Galiab's ſhoulders as 
well as his ſword, I ſhould deſpair of Zoing exc 
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through with it. oth 

. The whole task mentioned by you of 

I ſhalt not undertake at preſent; but I ſtand to I 
i it that haptizo, the word which you. grant the 
ih our controverſy depends upop, ſignifies nothing \ 
1 throughout the Scripture , > plunging or ber 


WH — overwhelming only. I could run over the ma- can 
| = ny 
\ < 


"I 


It is your place to make good what you have 
aſſerted ; but, as I know that yeu cannot de 


it, and that we ſhould with as much haſte as 


we can drive this debate to an iſſue, I ſhall not 


decline the task you have impoſed upon me: 


You know, then, what is recorded, Mark vii. 
4. when they come from the market except 
they waſh they eat not. And many other things 
there be which, they have received to hold, as 


the waſhing of 7 and pots, brazen veſſelt 
ow, Sir, I ſuppoſe you are 


and of tables. 
ſenſible where my argument lies. The very 
werds of the Holy Ghoſt are, that they eat 


not when they come home from the market, 


except they firſt haptize themſelves, and many 
r they have ſuch as the baptizing 
of tables. | : 


Mr. P. Why what then? what is all that to 


the purpoſe ? 1 411 li 
Mr. W. Why Sir can any perſ 


6 in his ſo: 


ber mind think that thoſe Jews whenever they 
came from market, winter and ſummer, went 
| men 
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38 The Manner Bapti sing 
= men and women into a pond or a river and X. 
15 plunged themſelves all over before they came 40 
ti Home to eat? Or can any good woman in the £77 
1 world think that the Few? women whenever th 
Hl they waſhed their tables took them up and thi 
jul carried them to a river and there plunged fat 
1 them? ä "RO 2% 1 
i Mr. P. May be they did. . oft 
j Mr. W. Then may be they were mad. But 
Aa & b Ip | 5 f 

4 when all is done will your may be's ſerve for you 
a proof? Where now is your bapt:zo that ſig- plu 
ty nifies nothing elſe but plunging and overwhelm- 2s 
1 ing? But to proceed, it is well known that und 
1 under the Old Teſtament diſpenſation divers of 
waſhings were inſtituted ; and it is very ev= WM | 

f dent from the word of God that thoſe waſhings Is 1 
| generally ſtood in pouring or ſprinkling of wa- W. We 

F ter. Now, the Holy Ghoſt giving us ſome the 
'F account of them : Under the New Teſtament ] 
1 calls them divers baptiſms, for they are the plac 
p very words in Heb. ix. 10. Now, Sir, don't you bitt 

1 ſee how the Spirit of God, who underſtands ' to 
$i his own words better than you do, is directly find 
1 againſt you? 8 it is 

3 Mr. P. You argue from the words as they it: 
[3 are in the Greek, as I muſt confeſs; but our thre 
5 tranſlations have rendered them waſhing: But ſtan 
= I expect you ſhould bring ſome unanſwerable the 
_ inſtance as it ſtands in the original and in the ovet 
* tranſlation too. 5 plun 
Mr. W. Then if you will not ſhut the doors N 
of your heart againſt it, take one out of 1 Cor. laud 
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land, at ſome diſtance from me the Iriſo-lea is 


with Water, debated. 39 


x. I, 2. Moreover, Brethren, Iwould not that 


jon ſhould be ignorant, how that all our fathers 


were under the cloud, and all paſſed through 
the ſea; aud were all baptized unto Moſes in 


the cloud and in the ſca. Pray how were our 


fathers baptized there ? 


Mr. P. By plunging to be ſure, for I told you 
often that baptiſm can be by no other way. 


Mr. JW. Then the Egypt:azs to be ſure were 
your fathers, for they were the only perſons 
plunged there. | 83 
Mr. P. No, no, by fathers, we are not to 
underſtand the Egytians, but the Children 
of Iſrael. - 


Mr. V. Then from the Word of the Lord it 


is very evident, that the Children of 1/raef 
went upon dry-ground through the midſt of 


U dl. | 


Mr. P. T muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, that this 
place has gravel'd ſome of our friends moſt 
bitterly ; but however, they have found a way 
to remove the difficulty; and untill we can 
find a better, we muſt make the beſt of that; 
it is as follows, and I am reſolved to abide by 
it: The people of Trae] when they paſſed 
through the Red. ſea, had waters at ſome di- 


ſtance from them on the right hand, and on 
the left hand, and it ſeems there was a cloud 


over them, ſo that they were like as to being 


| Plunged, and it muſt go for plunging. 


Mr. W. Juſt as if I take a journey to, Scot- 
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40 Tbe Manner of Baptizing 


on my left hand, and the Germen- ſea on my rit 
right, and if I happen to have a wet clond over ti 
my head, I plunge, and am plunged all the tel 
way. Or, if I take a journey to Corawal, the up 
brittiſh channel is at ſome diſtance from me m 
on my left hand, and the channel of Briſtol on an 
my right, and ſo I go plunging along. Pray, W. 
Sir, is not this a clever way of talking. let 
Mr. P. Well, what I ſaid I will ſtand by, * 
untill I can find a better way to reſolve the ey 
caſe to my own ſatis faction and the ſatisfac- ra 
tion of my friends. SET ne 
Mr. . Dear! I thought you had been a- tel 
bundantly ſatisfied elſe you would never have ing 
aſſerted ſo often over and over that baptizo in 
ſignifies nothing but plunging and overwhelm- a 
ing. However if you pleaſe I will direct you all 
to that word of the Lord which will put you to 
into that better way of reſolving the caſe: of 
You have it in P/. Ixxvii. from ver. 15. to the 
end; where the Pſalmiſt gives a glorious ac- ni 
count of the people of Iſrael coming out of W. 
Egypt. Thou haſt with thine arm redeeme . 
thy people the ſons of Jacob and Joſeph. The ha 
_ waters faw thee, O God, the waters ſaw thee; ve 
they were afraid, the depths alſo were trou. ſhe 
bled, the clouds poured out water, the skyes It 
ſent out a ſound: thine arrows alſo went a- ru 
broad. Thy way is in the ſea, and thy path in 
the great waters, and thy footſteps are nt of 


17 known. Thou leddeſt thy people like a flock by ou 
14 the hand of Moſes and Aulus Here the Spi- an 
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tit of God tells you plainly how they were bap- 
tized in the cloud, the cloud poured out wa- 
ter. Now, Sir, ſeveral inſtances I have given 


upon your demand, where the word Laptizo 


muſt ſignify pouring or ſprinkling of water; 
and more inſtances might be given where the 


word of neceffity muſt be fo underſtood; and 


let me tell you, for now it comes to my turn, 


That throughout the New Teſtament, when- 
ever appli 


to the ordinance under conſide- 
ration, it is never took · in any other ſenſe. It 


never does ſignify plunging ; waſhing with wa- 


ter by pouring or ſprinkling, 1s the only mean- 
ing of it. In the days of John the Baptiſi, and 
in the days of the Apoſtles, there was never 
a perſon plunged; no not. one, I challenge 
all the perſons of your judgment in the world 
to ſhew-me one, in all the account we have 


of the affair in the Book of Gd. 


Mr. P. But however, you grant it may ſig- 
niſy waſhing, and I hope we may very well 
waſh by plunging, and in ſome caſes ſuch a 
way of waſhing may ſeem zeceſſary. You 
have nothing to ſay againſt it but it may be 


very well uſed : God no where ſays, thou 
ſpalt not be plunged; therefore we may do 


it | with ſafety without breaking a plain 
rule. | 2 
Mr. W. vou may go and be plunged as 
often as you will, provided you come ſafely 
out of the water, only you muſt not call it 


an ordinance of God: For God never ordain- 


F | ed 


ed it. But that you may do fo as an a& of 
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religious worſhip, becauſe God has not ſaid, n 

thou ſhalt not be plunged, is the direct way g 

to bring in all ſuperſtition and humane in- 1] 

vention into the ſervice of Gd. | 

Mr. P. But ſtill, though you think the pra- la 

Qtice is not to be found in Scripture, yet I er 

1 believe in the whole you have not much to g 
ſay againſt it; and that ſeems evident unto me 10 
from your charitable carriage towards per- pi 

ſons of that judgment, your free converſation th 

with them, yea, your readineſs to receive of 

them into all the branches of chriſtian com- cc 
} munion. 7 Us | fa 
ih Mr. . Sir, I would not have that chriſti- pc 
| an freedom I uſe with them miſconſirued as m 
t; if I did in the leaſt doubt upon the queſtion : 7 
4 The word of God being unto me a ſufficient br 
F rule, and there I reſt without ſtaggering. m 
1 But where I ſee real Chriſtianity, there I can o 
carry on evangelical fellowſhip in all the acts yo 

thereof with chearfulneſs: for God forbid, th 
1 that I ſhould reje# thoſe who are received W. 
75 by our dear Lord Jeſus ; but ſtill diſtinguiſh- {01 
1 ing between their chriſtianit) and their i- WM on 
flake. Chriſtians of your perſuaſion, I hope, x 

I dearly love; but I promiſe ye, for ſeveral wi 

good reaſons I do not admire their plunging bu 

principle, though I don't love to make a great is 

20iſe about it. „ n ist 

Mr. P. But pray, Sir, now we are J hope in no 

a calm ſpirit together pleaſe to favour me ba 


with 


4 


with ſome of thoſe reaſons wherefore you do 


not like plunging; you may be very free, in 
giving your reaſons, for I promiſe you that I 


1hall zot be moved by them any way. | 
Mr. W. You had as good tell me that my 


labour will be in vain, and that is but poor 
encouragement to begin any work ; however 


great is truth, and ſhall at laſt prevail: there- 
tore obſerve that T am againſt the plunging 
principle and practice in the j7/# place, becauſe 
there. is not any foundation for it in the word 
of God. No precept, no example, no neceſſary 


conſequence, no words, nor ſound of words to” 


fayour it. God indeed has often promiſed to 


pour water upon his people, yea, he has pro- 
miſed to ſprinkle clean water upon them, and 


John tells us, that he baptized wth water, 
but not a word of plunging. If God had pro- 
miſed to plunge his people into water, dip or 
overwhelm them, what a pother perſons of 
your judgment would have made upon it! But 


there is not a word nor the ſhadow of a 


word ; and therefore I think I have good rea- 
ſon againſt it: The word of God being my 
only and very ſufficient rule. | | 
And then in the ſecond place, It is not onl 
without any foundation in the word of God, 
but it is directly againſt it. You grant that it 
is very evident from the word of. God that it 


is the duty of every converted perſon, if he has 


not been baptized before, immediately to be 
baptized. Now ſuppoſe, ſome poor creatures 


oo with Water, debated. | 4.3 
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44 The Manner Bapti ing 
upon a bed of languiſhing under conſump- 
tions, catarrhs, pains, ſores and bruiſes, be con- 
verted, and that perhaps in depth of winter, 
it is their duty to be baptized, that is true; 
but is it their duty to be plunged? No, to be 
ſure; for the whole word of God commands 
ſelſ· pre ſervation; and therefore it is evident 
that plunging is againſt the commands of God. 
The commands of God never claſh, there is 
nothing froward nor perverſe in them. Again, 
the laws of God are every way pure and call 
for nothing, encourage nothing, but what is 
every way pure and of a pure tendency. All 
appearances of evil, and the unclean glances 
of the eye are prohibited. And to uſe the 
words of a ſervant of Chriſt, Can we there. 
fore imagine that Chriſt's baptiſm ſhould in- 
trench ſo much upon the laws of civility, cha- 
ſtity and modeſty; as to require women and 


maids to appear openly in the light of the ſun, 


out of their wonted-habit in tranſparent and 
thin garments, next to nakedneſs, and in that 


poſture be took by à man in his arms and 


plunged in the face of the whole congregation 
before men and boys? A man ſhould think in- 
deed that a perſon may as ſoon deny all right 
reaſon and religion as believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
ould command any practice ſo contrary to 
the whole current of his pure precepts, and 
of ſo uncomely an aſpect, and that is ſeeming- 
ly fo ſcandalous and ignominious to the ho- 
nour of Chriſtianity. 3.1971 1 
. 


with Mater, debated. as 


Mr. P. Sir, if you have any more reaſons 
againſt the practice, pray keep them till ano-- 
ther time; for the preſent I have had enough. 

Mr. W. You did put me upon ſpeaking, and 
you command my ſilence; I {hall not be 
troublefome; for I never love to be noiſy:; 
however Mr. I. according to our agreement 
at the firſt, you are deſited to conclude and 

give your thoughts impartially upon what you _— 
have heard from us bolt. 

Mr. T. Then my good neighbours, if I 
ſpeak at all, I muſt! be fair and above- board, 
and I hope you will bear with me. I patient- 
ly and attentively heard you both, and upon 
the whole, I can no leſs than obſerve in the ft 
place, that Mr. P. in all things fell ſhort of 
what he promiſed at the beginning: He pro- 
miſed fully 140 prove what he aſſerted, and 
did not bring any one proof that had the thing 
in it. In his interpretation of baptizo, he wo- 
fully miſcarried; and it has been made out 
very plain, that the Spirit of God is againſt 
him. Yea, with reſpect unto bapto itſelf, ir 
is very evident that the Greeks did not di- 
rectly mean plunging thereby; for when the 
Septuagint tell us in Dar. iv. 33. that Nebu- 
chadnezzay's body was wet with the dew of 
heaven, they make uſe of that very word. 
And as for plunging, the Grecians have ſeveral 
words to expreis it hy; ſuck as poztiz0, łkata- 
fontiso, . dunv, and buthizo, and very proper 
they are for that purpoſe; but as for haptiso, 
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46 The Manner of Baptizine | 


as has been made very manifeſt from the word 
of God, it is of another ſignification. __ 
In the ſecond place, I muſt obſerve the va. 
nity of thoſe perſons of the plunging perſuaſion, 
inthat they monopolize to themſelves the name 
of Baptiſtis; whereas indeed, they have no- 
thing to do with it: Plazgers they are, but 


Baptiſts they are not. However, thoſe. who 


have the thing, need not much contend with 
them about words: Though at the ſame time, 
I think it would be well if people ſpoke with 
diſtinction, when they have a call to ſpeak at 


all: Granting unto me but this one thing, That 


among all true Chriſtians, though leſſer dil. 
ferences at preſent will abide, all diſtinctions 
that tend to nothing but to keep up diſtance 
between brethren, ſhould for ever be buried; 
and that our conſtant deſires ſhould be, That 


that Name which is above every name that 
is named, and that alone ſhould flouriſh. 


Thirdly,” I cannot help obſerving what rea- 


ſon thoſe of the plunging perſuafion have to 


carry it friendly towards others who are con- 
trary minded, and who indeed have the ad- 
vantage from Scripture and the reaſon of the 


thing. Here I cannot do otherwiſe than take 
notice of what neither of you mentioned; 


That as baptiſm muſt be a repreſentation of 
the grace of God to us by the Spirit, ſo it s 
certain that applying the water to the perſon, 
muſt be-preferable to any other mode of bap- 


but 


tiſm. We are not applied to the grace of God, 
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but the grace of God to us; the blood of - 

Chriſt is ſprinkled upon our conſeiences; ſo in 
baptiſm, which in a ſenſe repreſents the grace 
of God, we are not applied to the water, but 


the water to us. 


Things being thus, as I have ſaid, we ſee ve, 
| there is a great deal of reaſon why thoſe who _ 


are in their judgment for plunging, thould, 


notwithſtanding, - with open arms receive o- 
thers into their communion. I do obſerve, 


that all who are for baptizing with water, or 
for applying water to the perſon in baptiſm, 
are for communion with ſaints as faints; nor 
do I much wonder at it; for charity and truth 
generally go together. I greatly deſire that 
rigid, ſurly ſpirit, the inſeparable companion 
of ſome miſtake, may be removed from all 
thoſe of the plunging perſuaſion. I know 
there are many who are not under the con- 


duct of ſuch a temper. I would be thankful 


that my acquaintance lies among many of them 
who are ot a free, noble, chriſtian ſpirit, who 
are not for tying others down to their judg- 
ment, but chearfully receive thoſe whom 
Chriſt has received. For my part, I make 
no difference between them and thoſe of the 


other judgment; I love them dearly in the 


Lord, eſteem them as precious brethren, and 


with comfort in their communion embrace 
that word of the Lord, Behold, how good and 


pleaſant à thing it ic, that brethren ſhould 
dwell together in unity! And here, before 
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| we 1 Jr 1 he not „ thenghe - too! 5 rediog K 
of 5 I ſhall juſt -offer ſome reaſons for the equi 
Aa and neceffity. of communion with 1aints aA 
ſaints, without making difference in judg4 BE: 1 
ment about water-baptiſm, a bar unto evan 
+gelical- church fellow ſhip. God has receive 
them, and we ſhould be followers of God if 
dar children; we are commanded to receing 
one another, as Chriſt has received us vo H 
glory of God. All faints are partakers ali 
of the great and fundamental privileges of chil 
Goſpel. All believers, though in leſſer thing 
differently minded, are in a capacity to pf 
mote mutual edification in a church-ſtateM 
It is obſervable that the churches for the fre 
communion of ſaints are the moſt orderly an 
proſperous. Many waters ſhould not in thiff 
leaſt quench love, nor ſhould the floods.drowi 
it. Behold how good and how pleaſant it 8 
43 ſaints ſhall. for ever Sel. in Gef 
1 ; e 5 
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